Estimation of the methylating capacity of the pineal gland. With special reference to indole metabolism.
In order to obtain more information on the methylating capacity of the pineal gland, a method determining the formation of different 5-methoxyindoles in the pineal gland was developed. The method depends on measuring the incorporation of labelled methyl groups into the various hydroxyindoles present in the pineal gland, after incorporation of pineal tissue with labelled S-adenosyl methionine. Hydroxyindoles were not added to the incubation medium. After incubation thin-layer chromatography was performed with pineal tissue together with the incubation medium; the spots were scraped and counted.